


UCLAN STUDENT TRIUMPHS AT PROPERTY INDUSTRY AWARDS

UCLAN student Cara Henderson has been named North West property student of the year by industry association, Women in Property (WiP). 

The second year Quantity Surveying and Commercial Management student scooped the title and first prize money of £300 in the regional final, sponsored by Steelcase, beating six students from five North West universities in the competition.  Cara will now be representing the branch in the national ‘Best of the Best’ Student Awards final hosted at Claridge’s.


The Awards are open to second year female students studying a Property related or Built Environment degree course at university, with candidates being nominated by their tutors.  The Awards aim to encourage young girls to consider careers in the property industry by showcasing rising stars and supporting their early professional development.
 
WIP North West branch Chairman, Lisa Raynes said: “Talented Cara is a real contender for the national award as she is a great ambassador for built environment learning in the North West, a wonderful representative for the branch and fantastic role model for girls thinking of following a similar career path.”

Among the comments from the North West judging panel which included senior industry representatives, were:

 ‘Fantastic interaction with the panel’
‘She could be an ambassador for the profession’
‘Confident with a sense of humour’
Cara had a ‘realistic view of the commercial world’
‘Very passionate about Quantity Surveying’
‘Eloquent delivery of answers to questions’
‘Well rounded candidate’


The Association of Women in Property is committed to redressing the balance of female under-representation in the property industry by encouraging and supporting women through their careers.  The Student Awards are part of a programme which also includes peer mentoring, training seminars and regular networking opportunities.

The National Student Awards  ‘Best of the Best’ final takes place at Claridge’s in London on Tuesday21st September with the successful finalist winning £700 and a year’s WiP membership.
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Notes to editors

National Student Awards 2010

The Women in Property National Student Awards were launched in 2007 to mark the 20th Birthday of the Association.  Fuelled by their success over the past two years, we are again running the scheme, with around 42 Universities putting forward over 62 of their rising stars.

The Awards are open to second year, female students studying a Built Environment course and are independently administered. The interviews are facilitated by an independent assessor/trainer.  
Our aspiration, as an organisation, is to recognise excellence, encourage up and coming talent and nurture the role models of tomorrow.  

The Awards…
· Recognise the talent available to the industry at the earliest possible stage 
· Highlight to industry the necessity to link with universities early in the educational process
· Broaden the opportunities open to students as they progress through their university career, with paid work placements
· Improve the knowledge of those at university on the career options available 
· Improve the students’ skills to present their coursework

Women in Property is pleased and honoured that some of the most respected businesses in the industry are sponsoring the 2010 Awards, including the Homes and Communities Agency, Byrne Group, Argent, and MCD Developments and, exclusively in the North West, Steelcase.  For them, they understand that their investment now will reap rewards for the industry when these students enter the professional world.   


The finalists
Emma Uncles – Architecture
Manchester Metropolitan University

Bettol Jabur – Architecture, Design and Technology
University of Salford

Cara Henderson Quantity Surveying and Commercial Management
University of Central Lancashire

Hannah Stelling – Property Development
University of Bolton

Ruth Harness – Architecture
University of Liverpool

Niamh Bonner – Planning
University of Liverpool

Harriet Renny – Real Estate Management and Business
Liverpool John Moores University

Women in Property
The Association of Women in Property is a national organisation that seeks to enhance the profile of women in the still male dominated construction and property sector, both by providing a dynamic forum for women in these professions and by encouraging and developing new talent.  With over 1,400 members and 12 regional branches it represents all disciplines within the property and construction industry and provides a forum for business opportunities, the exchanging of views, networking and personal development.

